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“We are in the final 
push to end polio, but 
as long as the disease 
exists anywhere in the 
world, all children are 
at risk. “With just two 
endemic countries 
remaining – Pakistan 
and Afghanistan –we 
must continue to raise 
awareness and funds 
needed to end this 
paralyzing disease. Our 
grants show Rotary’s 
commitment to stay-
ing the course until we 
wipe out polio forever.” 
What a proud time to 
be a Rotarian!

Our District lost a great 
Rotarian last month as 
Past District Governor 
Jack Knicely of Sidney 
passed away at the 
age of 94. Although I 
never had the oppor-
tunity to know Jack 
personally, the positive 
impact that he left on 
family, friends, and his 
community was very 
obvious. His passion for 
service was transpar-
ent to all that knew him 
in service to his country 
as a pilot in World War 
II, his career as an at-
torney, and his love of 
Rotary for 66 years. He 

served as President of 
his club, District 5630 
Governor in 1994-1995, 
and instituted the Youth 
Exchange program in 
our District. Jack is a 
true example of “one 
person” can and does 
make a difference!

Membership in our Dis-
trict continues to be 
on the rise with most 
of our clubs showing 
a positive gain in new 
members and retain-
ing existing members 
through engagement. 
Since starting the Ro-
tary year at 1196 mem-
bers we currently are 
at 1223 with a new sat-
ellite club www.Rota-
ryEclubBeyondBorders.
org that is launching its 
place on the Webb as 
open for business the 
first week of this month, 
check it out. 

Welcome kits now 
available:  Rotary is de-
veloping new resources 
to help support clubs’ 
efforts to strengthen 
their membership. Visit 
shop.rotary.org to order 
welcome kits to share 
with new members. 
Customize your kits with 

a club brochure, per-
sonalized member cer-
tificates, and ID cards 
available in the Brand 
Center.

Rotarians in our District 
are really active now 
making a difference in 
their communities and 
the world through Dis-
trict & Global grants. 
Twelve of our clubs are 
active in their commu-
nities and international-
ly by utilizing the district 
designated funds that 
our District Rotarians 
have invested in our 
foundation. Seven of 

District Governor
Don Peterson
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our clubs have global grants 
in progress in Zambia, India, 
South Africa, Kenya, and 
Mexico so get involved be-
cause you can make a dif-
ference. Lexington Rotarian 
Nancy Parra has traveled 
to Mexico City to visit the 
humanitarian projects from 
Heart to Heart including the 
global grant for Rehabilita-
tion of Children with Neu-
rological Impairments that 
their Club is sponsoring for 
our District. Nancy would 
be a great program for your 
club meeting in the future.

Thank you all for your service 
& for being a Rotarian!

Don

1st Annual Row Across  Big Mac

District 5630 eClub

Watch the television coverage here http://
www.1011now.com/northplatte/home/
headlines/Row-Across-Big-Mac-Helps-
Spread-Safe-Water-Awareness-342672872.
html

The Ogallala Rotary Club hosted the Row 
Across Big Mac, and the fundraiser bene-
fits Katie Spotz’s non profit safe water cam-
paign.

Each rower this morning raised at least $30, 
$10 for every mile rowed, and with over 50 
people, the philanthropy row was a suc-
cess.

“We are going to use that money to get 
some kids to Kearney in April in, our Inter-
act Club, the high school version of rotary, 
and hopefully see Katie and see her speak, 
and we will also make a contribution to her 
philanthropy, H2O for Life,” said Rotary Pres-
ident Ron Schmidt.

Row Across Big Mac raised over $2,500, and 
aside from giving financialhelp to the philan-
thropy, the event helped raise awareness.

Know someone who would be a great Rotarian, but may not fit the tra-
dional Rotarian meeting role.  Point them in the direction of the district’s 
newest club.  Beyond Border’s eClub.  Find them at:

http://rotaryeclubbeyondborders.com/

http://www.1011now.com/northplatte/home/headlines/Row-Across-Big-Mac-Helps-Spread-Safe-Water-Awareness-342672872.html
http://www.1011now.com/northplatte/home/headlines/Row-Across-Big-Mac-Helps-Spread-Safe-Water-Awareness-342672872.html
http://www.1011now.com/northplatte/home/headlines/Row-Across-Big-Mac-Helps-Spread-Safe-Water-Awareness-342672872.html
http://www.1011now.com/northplatte/home/headlines/Row-Across-Big-Mac-Helps-Spread-Safe-Water-Awareness-342672872.html
http://www.1011now.com/northplatte/home/headlines/Row-Across-Big-Mac-Helps-Spread-Safe-Water-Awareness-342672872.html
http://rotaryeclubbeyondborders.com/
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The Great Plains Rotary Leadership Institute concluded a series of 4 Monday 
night sessions that covered the complete RLI Curriculum on site in O’Neill and 
via Zoom teleconferencing with Rotarians in Alma, Denver, Imperial, Lexington, 
and Ogallala.  RLI Coordinator Dian Edwards and AG Nicole Sedlacek facilitat-
ed the sessions.  Make-up sessions will be scheduled for any participants in the 
class who were unable to attend one or more sessions.  For more information 
about how you can receive the RLI training via the teleconferencing option, 
please contact Dian by phone at 402-340-6166 or by email to dg5630.2012@
gmail.com.

Find us at: 
www.rligreatplains.org

Rotary Leadership Institute Classes
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Residents of Imperial once again showed their spirit of generosity last Friday and through 
the weekend as they contributed $500 toward Rotary’s End Polio Now campaign. Thanks to 
a two-to-one match from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, every dollar contributed will 
count as $3 in the fight against polio around the world.

On Friday morning, designated “Purple Pinkie Day,” students at the school and individuals in 
businesses up and down Broadway contributed $1 – and often more – and in exchange got 
their pinkies painted purple. Others contributed cash at the movie theater over the week-
end.

Each 66 cents collected was enough to purchase one dose of polio vaccine each for chil-
dren in the two countries where polio is still being spread: Pakistan and Afghanistan. Because 
of Imperial’s contributions, 2300 children will be immunized against this crippling, life-robbing 
disease.

Because of the efforts of Rotary International, the World Health Organization, Unicef, the 
Centers for Disease Control, and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, incidents of polio have 
decreased by 99.9% since 1985. India was declared polio-free in 2014, and Nigeria has not 
reported a case in over a year. 

We are “this close” to eradicating polio. The Rotary Club of Imperial thanks you for your help 
in making the world polio-free.

“Thank you!” from the Imperial Rotary Club
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Lexington Rotary Club recently carried out its annual Dictionary Project in the local elementary 
schools. All third grade students at Bryan Elementary and Sandoz Elementary in Lexington were given 
a free dictionary.  Approximately 200 dictionaries were distributed for children to use in completing 
their daily assignments at school as they work toward the goal of graduating from high school in the 
year 2025.  Lexington Rotary Club has been involved in The Dictionary Project for more than ten years.  
During that time over 2,000 dictionaries have been presented to third grade students in the Lexington 
elementary schools.

Making the presentation this year were Lexington Rotarians Father Neal Nollette, Nancy Raya-Parra, 
Bernie Svoboda and Bob Ripp.  Rotary District Governor, Don Peterson, assisted with the presentation 
of dictionaries at Bryan Elementary School on October 21. 

Rotary Dictionaries

Lexington Club

Chappell Club

Chappell Rotary Club delivers dictionaries to the Creek Valley third graders.
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Alma Club “Harlan County Health Fair”

Photos from the Alma’s club use of the Rotary Iron Lung.  Photo includes Bill Hogeland in dark polo. 
Alma Club, Bob Taylor in the checked shirt, and Bill Ballou from the Kearney Noon Rotary Club.  The 
event “Harlan County Health Fair” was hosted by the Harlan County  Systems Fair, Oct. 17th, in 
Alma, NE.  It was comprised of many different booths that took blood draws, gave flu shots, provid-
ed information on various health examinations.  The Alma Fire Department provided lunch.

The Alma Rotary Club was focused on the Rotary Polio Plus program, and collected $450 in do-
nations  towards the program based on the Gates Foundation help.  We also helped to provide a 
platform for the Health Systems to encourage immunizations, with various posters on the subject.  Bill 
Ballou  has requested $250 be given to the Rotary Foundation by all those who use the Iron Lung.  
The Hospital stepped up to provide the funds to bring the Lung in.  The pictures of the check pre-
sentation to Bob Taylor, President of the Alma Club, and Bill Ballou, by Manuela  Wolf, CEO, Harlan 
County Health Systems.

Bill Ballou, is a major evangelist for Polio Plus.  If there is any club using the Lung, see if Bill’s available.  
He has the background on the building of the Lung as well as the history behind it as well as a major 
advocate for Polio Plus.  We also had a handwritten blog of participants recollections of the Iron 
Lung’s history with their family and friends.  

Further questions, please call my cell 972-740-6663.

Bob Taylor
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Meet the  
Membership Challenge

Welcome our newest Rotarians!

Any member of a participating club from July 1st 2015 - April 
15th 2016 is eligible

• Sign two new members get a $50 contribution to the AF

• Sign four new members get additional $50  
contribution to the AF

• Top two members that sign the most new members get a PH 
(recognition points) from the district @ conference

Club Member eMail Sponsor
Alliance Robert Dietrich rdietrich@bbc.net Dan Meinert
Cozad Melanie Nutt b_favre4@hotmail.co Lyle Davis
Gothenburg Noon Brennon Malcom brennon@cozadattorney.com
Grand Island Noon Kevin Hendrix
Holdrege Hansen Kendra khansen@trphd.org Robert Butz
Holdrege Allison Fritsche
Kearney Dawn Fritsche Kendra ksfritsche@gmail.com Donald Peterson
Ogallala Commins Brian blcommins@cpas-mms.com Ron Schmidt
Ogallala Ketcham Brenda bk@qualityinnogallala.com Ron Schmidt
Ogallala Orla Kitt orla@visitogallala.com
Sidney Taylor Fred John Eastman
St Paul Varney Jeff jvarney@bankwithcitizens.com Russell Swigart
Valentine Smith Lloyd Janice Smith
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR  
2015-2016

Don Peterson
43 Golfside Drive

Pleasanton, NE 68866
308-238-1853 C
308-388-2093 H

dg.2015@5630mail.org

DISTRICT GOVERNOR  
ELECT

2016-2017
Tom Mortimer

904 2nd  
PO Box 166 

St Paul, NE 68873-0166 
(308) 754-5481 W 
308-750-0017 C 

dg.2016@5630mail.org

DISTRICT GOVERNOR  
NOMINEE  
2017-2018

Jerry Milner
3280 Woodridge Blvd.

Suite 290
Grand Island, NE 68801

308-380-2731 C
308-382-4520 W

dg5630.2017@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST  

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
2014-2015

Koby Rickertsen
320 W. 31 St.

Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3201 H
308-529-0067 C
308-537-2454 W

dg5630.2014@gmail.com

DISTRICT SECRETARY
2015-2016

Loraine Lawler
1719 Custer St.

St. Paul, NE 68873
308-754-4055 H
308-754-8195 C

rololawler@charter.net

DISTRICT TREASURER
2015-2016

Jason Stephens
410 Rodeo Rd
PO Box 808 

North Platte, NE 69103 
402-419-1785 C

treasurer@5630mail.org

ASSISTANT DISTRICT  
TREASURER

2015-2016
Brenda Styskal

PO Box 562 
Grant, NE 69140 
308-352-4698 P

brendas@msl-cpa.com

ASSISTANT DISTRICT  
TREASURER

2015-2016
Andy Hansen

5330 Cottonwood Rd 
Kearney, NE 68845-0311 

308-238-4815 P
rahcpa@charter.net

DISTRICT TRAINER
2015-2016

Mary Eisenzimmer
101 Road East 80

Ogallala, NE  69153
308-289-5467 C

MEisenzimmer@21stCentu-
ryEquip.com

ROTARY DISTRICT 5630 OFFICE

JoAnne Hoatson 
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

616 S. Poplar St.
North Platte, NE 69101

Work/Cell: 308.539.5756
daa@5630mail.org

District Contacts


